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“The term folk can refer to any group of people what so ever who
share at least one common factor. It does not matter what the linking factor
is it could be a common occupation, language or religion, but what is
importants is that a group formed for whatever reason will have some

traditions which its called its own.”
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“A member of the group may not know all other members, but he
will probably know the common core of traditions belonging to the group,
traditions which help the group to have a sense of group identity, with this
flexible definition of folk, a group could be as large as a nation or as small as

a family.” °
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“Folklore (or traditional and popular culture) is the totality of
tradition based creations of a cultural community, expressed by a group or
individuals and recognized as reflecting the expectations of a community in
so far they reflect its cultural and social identity; its standards and values are
transmitted orally, by imitation or by other means. Its forms are among
others, language, literature, music, dance, games, mythology, rituals,

customs, handicrafts, architecture and other arts.” ”
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“Your pages have so often given evidence of the interest which you
take in what we in England designate as popular antiquities or popular
literature (Through by the bye it is more a lore than a literature and would be
most aptly described by a good saxon compoud folklore, the lore of the
people)— I claim the honour of introducing the epithet folklore” (Athenaeum,

p, 862-863) °
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