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¢, The global average murder rate stands at 6.2 per 100,000 population, but
Southen Africa and Central America recorded more than four times that
number (30 and 26 victims per 100,000 population respectively),http://
www.unodc.org/unodc/index.html

3. 93 women are being raped in India every day, NCRB data show
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source
=web&cd=4&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj2k-
ntYVYAhVKXLwKHZftBCIQFghAMAM&url=http%3A%2F %
2Ftimesofindia.indiatimes.com%2Findia%2F93-women-are-being-raped-in-
India-every-day-NCRB-data-show%2Farticleshow%
2F37566815.cms&usg=AOvVaw2YmIVEo 6-A1il19AFF9-HI

= 848 Indian Women Are Harassed, Raped, Killed Every Day

According to data from the National Crime Records Bureau—the government
agency that keeps track of the country’s crime rate—cases of violent abuse
of women have steadily increased since 2009. By 2013, the number of such
cases has increased by over 50 percent. That’s over 848 women who are
cither harassed, raped or killed after abduction every single day. Some are
sold off to traffickers

https://www.g google.co.in/url?sa=t&ret=j&q—&esrc—s&source=web&cd =8
Gad-rjakuact=8& ved—0ahUK Ewj2k_ntYvYAhVKXLwKHZABCIQFgheMAc
Suurlhitp%s3 AY%21%%2F www.huffingtonpostin?e2F20 14%2F 12%2F 16%e2F crime-
against-women-

india n 6330736, hlml&usg, ‘AOvVaw07jc8 [cMrgStQjyUKIEKp
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CONCEPT OF ISVARA IN THE PHILOSOPHY ()p
SANKARA : A STUDY

Dr. Bikash Bhargah Sarmg

In the history of Indian Philosophy Vedanta has developed considerable importance
among the scholars since early era. The Vedanta philosophy is one of the important schg
of Indian philosophy which claims to be the explanation of the philosophy developed i e
Upanishads and summarized in the Brahma-sutras of Badarayana. Sankara did not claim
be the originator or expounder of an original system. They interpreted the Sutras and the
Upanishads in order to show that there exists a connected and systematic philosophy in the
Upanishads which was also enunciated in the sutras of Badarayana. The primary influence
of the advaita philosophy propounded by Sankara and also elaborated by his well-known
followers. In this article an attempt has been made to explain the concept of Isvara in the
Vedanta philosophy specially elaborated by Sankara.

Following the Upanishads, Sankara makes a distinction between Brahman. According
to him Brahman must be in itself and as it has got to be conceived by us in relation with the
world of our experience. The former is called Nirguna, Nirvisesa and Para Brahman andthe
latter is called Saguna, Savisesa and Apara-Brahman. The former is absolutely indeterminate
and non dual while the latter is determinate and qualified. The Saguna or qualified (pere)
Brahman is called Isvara or God. Isvara is the lord and the moral governor of the world.@
Sankara’s philosophy, Isvara or God is the object of worship. As the object of worship
Isvara is based fundamentally on a belief in the distinction between the worshiping selfand
the God that is worshiped. The reality of the limited self ik that of a worldly 0bjectis®®
on ignorance, on the failure to realize that God is the only reality.' Besides, God is wors :
because God is thought of as the creator and controller of th'f: world. So worship and tr )
God worshiped are bound up with our lower standpoint ( vyavaharika dristi).* The ]?\-ﬂ;oul
Nirguna or Apara-Brahman which is none other than the former when COﬂceiv?d “Iltonlv
the attachment of Maya. The world Maya i projecting mysterious pOWer: is the O
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foree to ereate the appearance. It does not aflect God and does not deceive Him.' According
to Sankara, Maya is the Sakti or power inherent in God in the course of which He manifests
the objective world with all the multiplicity of nama-rupa (name and forms). The Brahman
reflected in or conditioned by Maya, is called Isvara. He is the Lord of individual selves and
the creator of the world.

According to Sankara, from the phenomenal point of view (Vyavaharika dristi) the
world as well as God both is regarded as real. God is the creator, preserver and destroyer
of the world. He is omnipotent, omniscient and the cause of the world process.* He is the
sat-chit-ananda (existence, consciousness and bliss). God is the perfect personality, the
object of worship. He is the distributor of the three fold {ruits-pleasant-unpleasant and
mixed- to all being according to their merit and demerit.* The world is conceived as experiences
(bhoga) of the selves and Isvara is conceived as actualizing their karmas into their bhoga.
He witnesses all actions their fruits, but is not affected by them.®

According to Sankara, Isvara is the creator, preserver and the destroyer of the
world. But it is only from the practical point of view, so long as the world appearance is
regarded as real. Creatorship of the world is not Isvara’s essence. It is only the description
of what is merely accidental. Here, Sankara distinguishes between the two fold characteristics
of Brahman i.e. Svarupalaksana (essential) and Tatasthalaksana (accidental). Satyam (truth),
Jnanam (knowledge) and Anantam (infinity) constitute the Svarupalaksana or essential
definition of Brahman. Sankara’s description of God as conscious, real, infinite (satyam,
Jnanam, anantam Brahma)’ is an attempt to describe His essence (sarupa) whereas the
description of him as Creator, Sustainer and Destroyer of the world, or by any other
characteristic connected with the world is a mere accedintel description and it holds good
only from the point of view of the world (vyavaharika dristi). On the other hand, creation,
preservation and destruction constitute the Tatasthalaksana or accidental definition of
Brahman. In Sankara Bhasya S. 1.4.1, Sankara points out that the Brahman is called the
cause of the world. However, this is not the essential nature of Brahman. The essential
hature of Brahman is indeterminate. It is neither the cause nor the effect and the like.

According to Sankara, the creation, sustenance and dissolution are the charactenstics
ofthe world. These are in no way related into Brahman, which is eternal and changeless.
But when the world appearance is regarded as real, Brahman is also said to be its creator.
Hence creatorship is the accidental definition of Brahman which does not touch its essence.
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Itholds God only from the point of view of the world (vyavaharika-dristi). However, from
the non-worldly point of view (paramarthika-dristi), Brahman is beyond all intcllectua]
knowledge. Therefore, the category of cause cannot be applied to it. For this reason, frop,
a non-empirical and transcendental point of view, Isvara is unfeal. We describe the
indeterminate Brahman as the determinate God (Isvara) with reference to the world, S,
without any such reference Isvara is Para-Brahman or the Absolute (indeterminate). Frop,
the above analysis it has became clear that Isvara is called Apara-Brahman or lower Brahmap

as contrasted with the unconditioned Brahman which is called Para-Brahman or higher
Brahman.

According to Sankara, Isvara is an absolute production of Brahman, 1 owever,
Isvara is erroneously supposed to be Brahman as merely viewed by the Jiva in reference to
himself and the world. Maya is the root cause of this reference. It is the first cause if the
physical universe. However, Brahman has no necessary reference to Maya. His creativity is
like that of a magjcian, as the creativity of absolute appearance. According to Sankara, the
magician is a performer only to those who are deceived by his trick. But to those who see
through the trick, the performer fails to be a performer. In the same way, one who believes
in the world-show think of God through this show and describe Him as the creator. However,
for one who knows that the world is a mere show, there is neither any real world and nor
any real creator. The transcendent, Isvara is conceived as what is not maya and other than
the world that is put forth by Him as an appearance. Maya is the potency (sakti) inherent in
Isvara through which he manifests the objective world with all its diversity of names and
forms.’ Therefore, the significance of Maya must be understood to know the unreality of
Isvara. Asaresult, Isvara is unreal from Him who has really understood Maya. Similarly, the
conditioned Isvara becomes unconditional Brahman to those who have realized all conditions
as unreal abstractions. Isvara, therefore is defined as the one without likes and dislikes, as

well personified with kindness. In short, there is neither the world nor its creator when the
absolute is viewed in its true perspective.

However, Sankara never tries to establish that the world is Maya, but he acceptst
as indisputable. According to Sankara, Maya is beyond the reach of empirical determination
that functions through the categories like ‘is’ or ‘is not’ (bhava, abhava) etc. We cannot
categories Maya as “either real or unreal or real-unreal. Even it is neither real nor unreal”
This indeterminable nature is also attributed to the empirical nature of the world which
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according to Sankara is a product of indeterminable Maya.'® The main idea of the Advaita
Vedantic philosophy as developed by the Sankara School is that the ultimate and absolute
truth is the self is one. However. it is appearing as many in different individuals.

According to Sankara, Maya or illusion is not real entity. Maya is only the false
knowledge (avidya) which creates the appearance. The false knowledge is vanished when
the reality is grasped and established. Sankara holds that Maya and avidya has an apparent
_existence only so long as it lasts. The moment the truth is revealed it is also dissolved. The
world is said to be false. Itis a mere product of Maya. Therefore, the falsehood of the world
appearance has been explained in Sankara’s philosophy as implicated in the category of the
indefinite. Itis neither sat ‘is” nor asat ‘is not’. Maya can be regarded as the princi ple of
self-consciousness or self determination. It emphasis a distinction that really does not exist.
In this sense, Maya cannot be the source of the universe, but is a mere accessory to Isvara
in bringing it into existence out of himself.!!

Various ideas about God are based on the interpretation of different scriptures.
From the various discussions it comes out that Sankara is also sometimes accused of atheism.
However, this objection cannot be accepted as true. Sankara’s theory cannot be labeled as
atheism. Atheism believes only in the world and not at all in the God. However, the common
theism believes in both, the world and also the God. Sankara believes only in God. For him
God is the only reality. Instated of denying God, Sankara makes the use of God in his
philosophy. This view also marks the highest extension of the ordinary religious emotion
towards God."
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TEXT, CONTEXT AND CONSIDERATION:
CONTEXTUALIZING HERMENEUTICS IN THE STUDY OF
ANCIENT INDIAN SANSKRIT TEXTS

Ankur Jyoti Bhuyan

The Postmodern epistemology that emerged in the 1980’s insinuates conspicuous
denunciation of meta-narratives, foundationalism and essentialism'. Further it disputes the
conventional goal of producing universal knowledge, likelihood of universalizability? and the
search for determinate structural identities. Postmodernism? has had, in definite sense,
profound implication for the processes of existing epistemological and ontological enquiries.
Besides interrogating the received epistemologies, postmodernism brought a much bigger
challenge to the meta-narratives, foundational ideas and essesntialist philosophical traditions.
The challenge was to be more apparent for the long standing philosophical traditions including
the Indian philosophical tradition and its large pool of Sanskrit literature.

Needless to say, the Indian civilization, often understood under the thematic taxonomy
Sanatani civilization, has come a long way. It has been held in high esteem for its sustainability,
perseverance and a profoundly rich philosophical tradition. Literary resources across the
Vedic and Upanishadic discourse, the post-Vedic as well as the Epic tradition exemplify
the highest order of mundane as well as transcendental realization that Indian Civilization has
attained., Its enduring nature notwithstanding, the Indian civilization has had to face tides of
changes that appear inevitable in history. In course of its evolutionary graph, the Indian
philosophical tradition and the discourse on Sanskrit literature have also been interpreted,
understood and disseminated with new perspective and newer conceptual construction.

The appreciation for the Sanskrit literary resources across the Vedic, Upanishadic
and Post-Vedie discourse as wel| as the Epic tradition notwithstanding, there have also
been attempts to criticise and often deni grate the sanctity of the texts and the contents. It is
Worth noting that the advent of the British and introduction of the English dominated education
iﬁ;‘?m‘ opened up the floodgate for series of criticisms against the ancient lndiun Sanskrit

I¢and Shastric literature. Similarly the rise of the anti-caste movements in South and
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West India® since the latter half of 19" century created an environment that was antithetjcy
to the Ancient Indian Sanskrit Vedic, Shastric and Epic literary tradition. As a matter of fact
the Ramayana has been put under extraordinary opprobrium by different trends of critiques‘.
from within the smorgasbord of ideological orientation. Reference may be made to the
Indian Subaltern as well as the feminist tradition that happen to put the Ramayang ynq er
scanner from their respective standpoint.

Now, in face of the emerging tide of postmodernist epistemology, where foundationg
ideas and essentialism are outright abhorred, defending the sanctity of the Vedic and
Upanishadic texts emerges as a tricky track. This calls for an unapologetic commitment to
one’s intellectual adventurism as well as the grit to learn an appropriate art of reading and
understanding the said texts. Here, an engagement with the contextual approach and
hermeneutics may avail us an epistemic window to understand the Vedic and Upanishadic
texts and arrive at some form of appropriate interpretation. In the process, we may also end
up exploring the suitability of hermeneutics as the most appropriate method to understand
the ancient texts where the author is not present before us. With that objective in sight, this
paper seeks to urge an engagement with the contextual approach as well as hermeneutics
as suitable approaches to read and understand the ancient Indian Sanskrit texts, more
particularly in the wake of the emergence of postmodernism.

Text, Context and Consideration

To a considerable extent, the palpable criticisms levelled against ancient Indian

Sanskrit literature stem from a tunnel-vision embedded in narrow, a-historical and generalized
orientation of approaching a text® or a pool of literature. The criticisms emanating from
among the excluded sections of Indian society is quite understandable’. However.
serendipitous opprobrium emerging as corollary of eurocentricism?® is more harmful since it
impedes the possibility of India’s contribution to the world of repository of Knowledge.

It is important to note that to a long extent, understanding and interpretation ofatext
depends on the kind of approach that the reader adopts. Here, reference may be madf‘ ©
the textual and contextual approaches’, often on the opposite ends of the spectrum, 10 find
out as to how to read and understand a text or any literary work.

Textual approach denotes an engagement with the text as it is and acc
the style, structure, appeals, ethos and logos to understand what the author P
convey. In a very fundamental sense, this indicates reader’s semantic and linguistic e

entuates Of
is rying
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engagement'® with the text, its style, content and aestheticism. This approach categorically
pleads the validity of ‘principle of compositionality’!' (Szabo, 2013). However, proper
understanding of the text calls for an engagement with the context of the text, its latent
meaning and intention of the author. Understanding the meaning of the texts may not be easy
in all the cases and often the texts of the past may appear as ambiguous. On the other hand,
there are cases where the reader may have to transcend the immediate perceivable meaning
of the text and engage with the latent meaning of the contents vis-a-vis the larger world of
reference. This may be understood as a move to transcend the banality of textual aesthetics
and uncovering the meaning hidden between the lines. Here, ‘reading between the lines’
becomes an absolute urgency. This requires a holistic approach that includes the text’s
immediate as well as larger world of reference.

The Contextual approach appears quite handy in doing this. This approach helps in
understanding why a particular piece or text is/was written, the background or context of it,
and its relevance in the immediate world of reference of the author. As such, it enables the
reader to construct the context and locate the meaning, necessity and relevance of the text
in a manner that is back and forth. To that extent, the contextual approach may help us in
uncovering the true justification of the text, intention of the author, its Jatent meaning as well
as its assessment in the present context. As such, a meaningful engagement with a textis a
matter of both textual evaluation as well as contextual clarity.

The obdurate, inconsistent and non-conscientious opprobrium levelled against ancient
Indian Sanskrit and Shastric tradition and its texts is a conspicuous case of textual engagement
with the literary genre (Although there are extensive criticisms which are apt and timely).
For proper assessment of the tradition, one also needs to embrace the contextual approach
inall its details. As such, a proper engagement with the Sanskrit texts requires both textual
assessment as well as contextual clarity.

Hermeneutics: the Subtle art of Understanding the Ancient Indian Sanskrit Texts

The critique of a text ora literary genre should not be based on parameters of mere
tex.fual analysis. It needs both a contextual reading of the text as well as an appropriate art
of Interpretation. And more particularly, the critique of the Ancient literature should be
Purely based on a meticulous and diligent art of understanding and interpretation. Here,
hermeneutjcs may be considered as an appropriate tool to understand the ancient literatures
Ncluding the ancient Indian Sanskrit and Shastric texts.
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Hermeneutics'? is an art of interpretation, fout court. It deal.s with meaningfi] humay,
actions and the product of such actions, more pz}rticularly texts. Itis away 9f IeCoVering the
meaning of utterances and performances of historical agents and pl-urahty ofhistorical worlds!3
It is aimed at solving the dilemma associated with thf: complexities of te?<t Comprehensigp
and interpretation. However, Dilthey suggested, bes-lfies text or cu!ture, it e}lso relates t ]
human objectifications- that s, not only speech and writing, thlt also virtual artistic eXpressions,
more casual physical gestures as well as observable actions or deeds'. With the same
token, hermeneutic also appears as nemesis to positivist and empiricist analytical Pm}OSOphy‘
However, it is important to note that as amethodological tool, it has undergone tremendoyg
transformation with its impact spreading across multiple domains.

In the 19" century hermeneutics was understood as a tool concerned with

questions about how to acquire correct understanding and interpretation of

texts; and in the 20™ century it grew into a broader philosophical field as a

result of its resistance to tendencies in philosophy toward objectivism,

scientism or positivism'>.

Quentin Skinner (1975) is of the opinion that the impact of hermeneutic on literary
history and literary theory may be understood in three senses. First, the emergence of
hermeneutic has provided the literary theorists, intellectual historians and musicologists with
a proper tool of ‘interpretation’ of the texts as a substitute for ¢ explanation’; second, the

acceptance of “interpretation” as a distinctive type of explanatory technique has brought the
understanding that hermeneutic as an 1dea, implying the elucidation of the meaning of the text

is separable from the idea of evaluating its worth; and third, it has enabled the literary theorists
and intellectual historians to arrive ata clear

. analysis of the concept of meaning Whi_Ch
underlies the fundamental hermeneutic suggestion that interpretation consists of decoding
the meaning of texts!s.

Itis worth reiterating that the inte

suitable and effective explanatory technique
texts and cultures. Here, reference may be

is arecord of succession of hete
and linguistic practices'?

rpretative aspect of hermeneutic emerged‘ 353{
that has helped to uncover the meaning of dlﬁr?f‘.fﬂ1
made to Herder’s argument that history of manki

jefs
rogencous cultures each with its own set of values. bl

andi iththe
' k pnderstdndmg these cultures require an engagemem with i
BUISHIC practices :
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However, understanding an individual, a culture or a text of distance or past is not
an easy task and hence the process of hermeneutics also may get derailed in the process.
Here, Gadamer asserts that a context like this necessitates a negotiation between oneself
and one’s partner in the hermeneutical process (the object of study, e.g. a text, an individual
or a culture) that would appear as an agreement. Symbolically he narrates this as a ‘fusion of
horizon’ implying the point of convergence of the world views of oneself and the object of
study and interpretation. It also implies the formation of a new context of meaning that
enables integration of what is otherwise unfamiliar, strange or anomalous'’. As such, the
“fusion of horizon’ helps in the process of an appropriate engagement with the object of
study, its understanding and interpretation. This explanatory tool helps in constructing the
context and recovering the proper meaning of what have been said and in what context, and
with what intention.

As such, it is pertinent to argue that hermeneutics provides us an appropriate avenue
to engage with an object of enquiry (a text, genre of literature, an individual or culture) and
explore the nuances that are indicative of the epistemological and ontological dimension of
knowledge. More particularly if the object of study is from past, where the agent is no more
present before us, the process of interpretation and explanation emerge as painstaking.
Since, these objects have historical specificity and are embedded in distinct cultura] and
linguistic environment they are reflective of a context that may be purely alien to our cognitive
and explanatory purview. Only an adoption of proper hermeneutics methods enables us to
assess these texts, individuals or culture,

Hermeneutic, as an explanatory and interpretative tool should be fundamental to the
study of ancient Indian Sanskrit and Shastric literature. Indian civilization has been a long
standing one with tides of changes impinging upon its process of evolution. With changes,
the elements of meaning of the texts are changed and hence the process of interpretation
and explanation becomes tricky. Also it is obvious that only a literary tradition with good
amount of scientificity would survive this long and as such it calls for scientific engagement.
For recovering the most scientific meaning and interpretation of the Sanskrit and Shastric

texts, hermeneutics would prove to be amuch needed incentive.
Conclusion

Contemporary Indian intellectual tradition has been reactionary, to the extent of
ming impulsive and reckless, in its outri ght rejection of the meaning and value of the
ancient Indian Sanskrit and Shastric literature. Every literary tradition carries in its back its
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positive legacy as well as exclusionary demerits. FForan i.ntellectual traditic')n, to adop‘[. Outighy
rejection of the oldest literary genre without hermeneut{cally engaging with the trédltnon and
its texts would amount to intellectual fallacy and deliberate propaganda. Ancient Indiay
Sanskrit and Shastric texts need to be studied with a contextual appro:f\ch as wel]| ag
hermeneutics method for properly assessing them. This would also help one in dealing with
another emerging challenge, which is of postmodernism.

Endnotes :

1. Mabhajan, 2012, p. 104,

2. The concept of universalizability was offered by Immanuel Kant as part of his
conceptualization of
‘Categorical Imperative’ which accentuates that the only morally acceptable maxims
of our action are those that could rationally be considered to be universal Jaw.

3. Discussion on postmodernism started with the publication of The Postmodern
Condition (1979) by Jean-Francois Lyotard. The anti-foundational thinking of Jacques
Derrida, Richard Rorty and Gilles Deleuze further helped in consolidation of
postmodernism as an emerging discourse.

4. The British Government’s education policy in general and Lord Macaulay’s ‘Minute
on Indian Education’ in particular reflect their intention of creating a class of Indians
who would imitate and replicate English orientation, manners and etiquettes.

5. The social reformers inter-alia Jyotirao Phule, E.V. Ramaswamy Periyar and B.R.
Ambedkar led the anti-caste movement and the resistance posed on multiple fronts
including the literary and textual one.

6. Text here may be understood in two senses; in the special sense it literally refers to
texts and in the extended sense it means text analogues such as voluntary actions.

7. The ‘Subaltern literature’ is indicative of the Subaltern experiential epistemology and
their lived experience (Erlebnis) within the Indian social domain.

8.  Theterm ‘Eurocentrism’ refers to a world-view which, implicitly or explicitly, posits
European history and values as “normal” and superior to others, thereby helping t0
produce and justify Europe’s dominance in the field of epistemology, culture and other
relevant areas.

9. Thethinkersincluding Leo Strauss, Quentin Skinner and Sheldon Wolin have contributed
largely to the Textual vs Contextual debate,
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10. The linguistic sense here refers to the linguistic formati
alia phonetics, signs, symbols, signifier and signified.

11. Itimplies that the meaning ofa complex expression is supposed to be fully determined
by its structure and the meaning of its constituents. For further understanding see https:/
/plato.stanford.edw/archives/fall201 3/en_tt_‘i_es/compositionaim

12. The two exercises viz. rhetoric and hermeneutic were fundamental to the Greek
antiquity. Rhetoric implies the art of convincing and hermeneutic refers to the art of
interpretation. Hermeneutic as interpretative tool had been used in the Greek period
vis-a-vis oracles, dreams, myths, philosophical and poetical works. The different
nomenclatures of interpretative tools are allegorisis (saying something different) of the
Homeric exegesis, the accessus ad auctores of the middle age and hermeneutic of the
modem period. As a tool of textual interpretation, hermeneutic came to be popularized

in the 18th and early 19® century writers like Chladenius and Meier, Ast and
Schleiermacher and the others,

13. Mahajan, 2012, p.51.

14. For further understanding see htt:ps://plato.stanford.edu/entries/dilthey/
15. Hoy, 1980, p. 649.

16. Skinner, 1975, pp, 210-211.

17. Herder, 1969, p. 188.

18. Mahajan, 2012, p.51.

19. For further understanding see https ://plato.stanford.edw/entries/vadamer/

onand appropriateness infer
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CONCEPT OF DHANURVEDA AS REFLECTED IN THE
AGNIPURANA

Dr. Arundhati CGGoswami

INTRODUCTION:

Agnipuranais one ot the eighteen mahapuranas. There are about fifteen and a half
thousand slokas in this prrana. These are split up into three hundred and eighty three adhyayas.
The arhagnipurana parisistam is an appendix of another six chapters. Scholars think that
this purana is composed between the 8" and the 11" centuries. The narrator of this purana
1s the fire god, Agni. Hence, this purapa is named as Agnipurana.

The subject matter of the Agnipurana is twofold i.e par@vidya - sacred knowledge
or theology and aparavidya - profound knowledge of arts and science known to the people.
The purapa deals with all the branches of knowledge of the world at that time. It is
encyclopedic in character. Agnipurana itself says that- agnaye hi puranesmin sarvah
vidyah pradarsitah’. In the last chapter of this purana, we find a list of fifty topics discussed
in this purana. Among these topics, the Dhanurveda or the science of archery is also one
of them.

DHANURVEDA :

The Dhanurveda is the science of warfare. The Vispupurina describes
Dhanurveda as one of the traditional eighteen branches of knowledge. Elsewhere it is said
10 be an upaveda of Yajurveda. The Dhanurveda is considered as one of the five Vedas
\paficamaveda). There are many rsis, who are treated as the narrator of the Dhanurveda.
“w Dhamuwrveda of Vasistha is considered as one of the oldest and the authentic one. The

ord Siva is considered as the founder of Dhanurveda. Vasistha, one fortunate disciple ot
Lofd Siva, heard the entire element of Dhanurveda from the mouth of Siva. Hence it is
called as Sivadhanurveda. In the context of Dhanurveda, the name of Agnipurana must
b mentioned because the Dharmury eda is thoroughly discussed in four chapters in this purand
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The name of Dhanurveda itself shows that it is a science of warfare. [t is Mentioneg

in all Dharmasastras and the ancient Indian works that ksatriyas or the royal castes gp,

mainly connected to the Dhanurveda. Generally they used the arms and WeapoNs to progect

the society. In respect of describing the duties of king and different components of kingd,

the Agnipurana describes the section of Dhanurveda in four chapters. These four Chapter;
deal with arms and weapons and methods of using them.

DHANURVEDA IN THE AGNIPURANA :

Inthe Agnipurana, chapter 249 to the chapter 252 discuss about the Dhanurved,
At firstit gives details of five classes of warriors, namely - the chariot warriors, the elephant
men, the cavalry, the infantry and the wrestlers?. They use five types of weapon in war. The
first category is that of yantarmukta weapons, those thrown or projected with a machine.
This machine may be arrows released from bow. The second category is that of papimukq
weapons, those thrown by hands like spears and stones. The third category is known as
muktasandhgrita, such as pasas (nooses) those cast by hands and retained in them after
use. The fourth category that is amukta consists of weapons like swords that are never

released from the land during battle. The last category is bahuyudha which means wrestling
(the hands themselves) which are retained by the hand in a fight®. The weapons are again
divided into two classes according to their straight or curved shape?.

Among the five kinds of battle or warriors, a battle fought with bows and arrows s

considered as the most honourable sort of fight®, one fought with the noose is the second
best, the one who fought with the swords is the worst, while that in which the combatants
engage one another in wrestling, should be considered as only an apology for a fight. Thefeﬁ
should be formations of an elephant-warrior each in the centre, defended by four chariots of
four horses each, each horse defended by four infantrymen, who should be in the forefront
defended behind by archers and horses and behind them®. It i directed that after worshiping
the weapons the trailokyamohana (the charms of the three worlds) with chanting manfrds:

the soldier should go to war. Then he must retum victorious from the battle-field and protect
the world’. The rules and regulations of wrestling

are clearly mentioned in this purdn™: -

According to the Agnipurana, a brg hmana or a ksatriya should be engaged #3

teacher to teach and drill soldiers in the art apg tactics of the Dhanurveda. The tirst t\\l“

classes of the society - the brahmanas and the ksatriyas have the birth right to acquil_'t‘ uu‘

knowledge of Dhanurveda. But the $iidras can be called upon to take up arms only (he
ISSN : 2454-2881
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time of peril. Similarly the people of mixed castes should act as soldiers in the royal army in

the times of war”.

USE OF DIFFERENT TYPES OF WEAPONS :
Bow (dhanu, dhanusa) and Arrow (bana, sayaka, sara):

There are various types of weapons like bow and arrow, noose, sword, gada etc.
discussed in the Agnipurana. Then uses of weapons also have been discussed here. Among
these. dhanu or dhanusa (bow) with bana or sayaka or sara (arrow) is considered as the
highly appreciated weapon. The science of warfare is called dhanurveda at that time only
because of importance of dhanu or bow. In the Rgveda, various bows, arrows etc are
eulogized. Bows and arrows are depicted as symbols of all weapons and missiles in Rveda'.
The most important part of the bow is arrow. It has been said to be three types of shaft in
this purana. Afier these, three types of bow have been mentioned here. The best types of
the shaft on an arrow should measure twelve while second third and class measured eleven
and ten musthas respectively. The best bow measures four cubits in length, the second one
three cubits and a half and the third class bow three cubits in length. The best quality of bow
with arrow is allowed to be used by a cavalry while the others — an elephant-warrior, a
chariot-warrior etc. may use all types of bows and arrows".

Some reflections on the preservation of the weapons are there in the purana. The
sacrificial shed - the bow and the weapons like gada etc, washed with the washing of meat
and keep in the yajriabhiimi . An archer should gird up his loins and tie up the quiver firmly
in his right side'?.

TRAINING PROGRAM OF BOW AND ARROW :

The Agnipurana deals with specifics of training and practices of bow and arrow. It
provides the names and description of ten basic lower body postures when practicing with
bow and arrow. These are given below'-

) Inarchery, there is a posture called sampiada. It consists in standin
calves and the Jegs closely pressed against each other and with the palms and thumbs

~ ofthe two hands meeting each other.

U Baisgikha is the position consists in standing on tips, with
straight & immovable posture, the space left between the two soles ©
three vitastis only.

g with the insteps,

he two thighs held ina
f feet measunng
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)  The position consists of standing with the two things held in a bent or a curve Position
wherein the feet would be held four vitastis apart is called as mandala.

The altdha position consists in keeping the right thigh and knee joint in fixed ang

constant position with the left leg retracted, the space left intervening between the two

being five vitastis only.

v)  Pratyalidha posture consists in standing with the left leg advanced and bent in 5
curve and with the right leg held straight and retracted.

Vi)  The sthanam posture consists in standing with calves and two legs held five finger

widths apart, the whole position occupying not more than twelve finger-widths in
breadth.

vi)  In the niscala posture, the left knee-joint should be held straight and the right leg
should be retracted or the right knee-joint held in a bent position.

vii))  In the vikata position, the right leg is held straight as a rod with a pace of two cubits
left between the two insteps.

When the two legs are raised upwards and the two knee joint are bent double is
called samputa position.

X)  Inthe swastika position, consists in standing with legs fully straightened out and fixed
and with the feet thrust outward living a space of sixteen fingers between.

After the description of ten basic postures, the 4 gnipurana describes about the
technical instructions. The bowman should practice archery according to various rules after
Initiating in the mysteries of karma yoga'*. After acquiring steadiness of hand mind and
proficiency in target practice, the soldier should practice the use of arms on horse back or
on riding animals'. A soldier should keep the bow with right hand. He should string the
bow, standing in the posture of baisakha etc. and by placing one of its horns as well as the
barbed end of the shaft on the ground. Then the bow should be raised in the same way and
the feathered end of the arrow should be put on the string, leaving a space of twelve fingers
between the rod and the string. The string should be made neither too long nor too short.
Then the soldiers held first the bow parallel to his navel. Then he should string the quiver on
his buttock. After that he should raise the bow with his left hand, so as to hold it in the same
line with the end of his eyes and cavities of his ears. Then the warrior should take the shaft

with the right fist to the tip of the right breast and quickly put on the string and drawn to its
full capacity’®.
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Itis instructed in the Agnipurana, the string should not be stretched so fully as to
bring the shaft within the rod of the vow, or to leave the greater part of it beyond. Therefore
the shaft may not be quiver or deviate the least from its straight course or might not touch the
rod. The soldier should posture with holding the covered object with the grip, with his neck
held firm and steady. The head of a soldier should balance like peacock. The qualities of a
shooter are compared with a horse in the Agnipurapa. Like a horse his chest bulged out
and shoulders dropping down and the whole body bent in the shape of a triangle'”. When
the soldier discharges the arrow, the forehead, nose, face and shoulders should be in the
equal balance. While shooting an arrow of the best quality, a space of three fingers should
be maintained between ones chin and shoulder-blade, two finger-widths should be the space
left between them in the case of a bow of the middle class. The chin and the shoulder of a
warrior should be held a finger apart in drawing a bow of worst. The warrior should hold the
feathered end of an arrow with the thumb, the index, the ring and the middle fingers of the
right hand and he should aim as full as possible'®. In this way when an archer duly discharges
his arrow and an object lying in the horizontal line of his vision and grip, he is sure to
penetrate through by a shaft. Then the archer should quickly turn his hand to his back.
Besides these, a good number of rules to practice bow and arrow are mentioned in the
second chapter of Dhanurveda in the Agnipurana.

OTHER WEAPONS :
The last chapter of Dhanurveda deals with the use of different weapons. These are
pasa (noose), cakra(discuss), $ila, tomara, mudgara, bhindipala, laguda, vajra,

patisa, ky pana(sword), skhepant, gada, parasu (axe) etc, A brief information of these
Weapons are provided below:

P CES'G.‘ There are eleven ways of mani pulating of this'®, These are known as paravrttam,
“avrttam, grhitam, laghu, urdhaksiptam, adhaksiptam, sandharitam, vidharitam,
enapatam, gajapgtam, and grahagrahyam. There are five ways of casting a pasa said
N the Agnipurapa. They are riju, ayatam, visalam, tiryyak and bhramita™.

Cakra; Itbelon

has Justroyg an
Seve['in g.ZI

\\ )

gs to the category of a missile. According to the Vamanapurana the cakra
d sharp edges. The cakra is used for culting, piercing, felling, whirling and




Fifory,
Sitla: There are six types of uses described for siila. These are slapping, thrashin

8. cleavip,
intimidating, incaceration and sixth consists in felling down an adversary”?,

Iomara: This weapon is used in striking the eyes, arms. It is also an aid during an adVersaJy
Moreover it also protects the soldier from an arrow of straight feathers?’,

Mudgara: 1tis a stafT in the shape of a hammer. It is used to break heavy stones and rocks
Iadana, cedana, ciirpam, plavana and ghdtana are the uses of mudgara’

Bhindipala: The manipulation of bhindipala is same as mudgara®.
Laguda: The use of this weapon is as same as bhindipala and mudgara®

Vajra: This revolves round in a fight by holding it in the middle?’.
Paitisa: This weapon is also used like vajra®.

Krpana: This is used for cutting piercing, thrusting, and inflicting a bow or encouraging or
leading on an warrior®.

Skhepapr: The functions of a skhepanpi or an engine (yantra) soldier be treating the enemy,
protecting that of ones own in striking hard and in helping a fight column to open out inan
extended line™.

Gadg: In the context of this weapon, the Agnipurana discusses about the gadayuddha.
The gadg is a heavy rod of iron with one hundred spikes on the top. It could be handled in
twenty different ways. Its principal use is to strike the enemy either from a raised place or
from both sides and strike lerror into the enemy specially of the gomutra array. There are
various ways of manipulating gada - avrtta, pardvrtta pahodhdtma, avapluta,
hansamarda and vimarda®'. Then the various functions of gada are described briefly™.

Parasu: isthe battle axe, These are six ways of manipulating it to ones own advantage. The

uses of parasu are karglani, avaghdtam dansopaplutam, ksiptahastam, sthitam and
Sanyam?®.
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Fhere are thirty two kinds of paits with a sword and shield mentioned in the
Agnipurana . A soldier be well awar e the all these kinds of maovernent with sword and
shicld before coming to actual bows These movements are as follows: bhranta, srtam
udbhranta, abiddha, aphua, vipluta, sampita, samudirna, syenapata, akulea, uddhuta,
avadhiita, savya daksina, avalakgiya, visfota, karalendra, mahasakha, vikarala
nipata, vibhi sana, bhayanaka, samagra, ardha, triiyansa, pida, padardha, varija,
pratvalidha, alidha, varaha and lulitg

DRESSAND OTHER AMENITIES OF A SOLDIER:

The Dhanurvedu of the A gripurana deals with the ant of cast ng a noose and other
manipulation of the hands and arms in a fightin the third chapter. The string of noose should
be made cither of cotton twists or threads or of the sinews of animals. 1 he length of 4 noose
should ten cubits, its end terminating in a loop and its face end should be retained in the
hand'®. Besides these, a noose should be thirty cubits in length and folded up in three coils
or rings, made of any other good material. Aficr gaining the knowledge proper] ¥, the warrior
should use of noose on the back of a horse, running in ful gallop, trot or a canter. Then he
should hang a sword in the belt on his left side™. A warrior should puton the armours and
take an iron-rod which is six fingers in girth and sever cubits inlength® These help him to
protect in a batt]e.

CONCLUTION:

From the above it is found that the Dhanurvedy is highly developed system of
training through skills utilized as duty (dharma) demanded. It is circumscribed by ritual
Practices and achieved by combining technical practice with training in specific forms of
Yogaand meditation includ ing repetition of mantra. So that the practitioner might ideally
achieve the superior degree of self-control, mental calm, and single-point concentration
fecessary 1o face war and possiblc death, and thus atlain access o certain aspects of
pPower apd agency in the use of weapons in war

The value and i, portance of the army are realized very early in the history of India.

A Or 1o war, the army is 10 be maintained, to meet an y unexpected contingency.
Inmodem, warfare, the weapons of ancient India are not used. But their relevance
$till be denied, On the basis of these, our modern warfare is developed. On the other
" Many ancicn weapons are practiced as a part of sports like archery ete. The wrestling
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is very famous now a days also. Therefore, we may say that the Dhanurveda of ancien;
India and discussed in the Agnipurana s still relevant.
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DESCRIPTION OF PLANTS AND HERBS FOUND N
BANABHATTA’S WRITINGS

Dr. Nandita Sarmah

The author Banabhatta wrote many books, among which the Harsacarita and the
Kadambart are considered to be two of the best gadyakavyas in Sanskrit literature. The
Harsacarita is accepted as an akhyayika and the Kadambarr is considered a katha. In
Harsacarita, Banabhatta gives not only a description of king Harsa’s reign, but also much
information on the state of ancient Indian society, the human beings and the surrounding
atmosphere of the 7" century A.D. He was a great lover of nature, so exotic portrayals of
vivid natural sceneries are abundant in detail in his writings. The natural elements are delineated
beautifully, like how the corner of the villages and forests were filled with various flowers
and fruits etc. During his long travels, he collected various information regarding natural
phenomena which elevated his literary skill. Therefore, this book may be considered asa
source for environmentalists also. ~

In 7% century A.D., people paid great attention to the development of their physical
and mental health, which is co-related to environment. The term ‘paryavarapa’ is used in
Sanskrit to imply environment. The word ‘poryavarana’ is derived as pari+atvr+iyutic.
that which covers a man from all sides (pari). Whatever is present around the living beings
and above the land, on the surface of the Earth and under it, is environment in the broader
sense. In this writing we are trying to focus in some descriptions found in the Harsacaril@
and in the Kadambart regarding environment at that time.

It is seen that the people of the 7 century A.D. prepared their essential daily livelihood
from different parts of the plants. The servants of the emperor Harsavardhana madea h“f
out of bamboo, grass etc. for him when they were preparing for the army expediti-on-a
Again, at that time, people used the bower as a house. In this context, the writer mention®
that Devi Sarswati used the bower as her house and she slept on the leaves of the treeé-‘ It
is also told that people used the cane to make the seats and chair.’ The gatekeeper of the
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royal palace used sticks which were made of the cane, known as bahuvetrin ' The writer
mentions some uscful boxes made from parts of the body of the plants and animals whuch
were used by the people then. For example, there were large bamboo boxes knowrn 2+
karand.® ivory boxes (dantasapharukam), pots made from small khadira” fibers A g21in
the C(I)i’arT used for fanning the king, was made from the camarimr pu. he aesthetics ssed
the skin of tiger (vyvaghracarma) to sit.* They used to wear fine bark of trees 25 rones
They wore bark garments as a sign of forest life.” It is found that Devi Sarsvar adomed the
bark of the tree.'” The writer describes about ‘handanamala'’ and vanamala * #+ic-
was an auspicious garland tied on the outer gate of a mansion, and a garland used s recklzce
respectively.

Again, environmental awareness of the people during Banabhat ta’s time has been
revealed through the description of the foresters of the Vindhyatavi. These aesthetics gave
more attention to the wild animals and the trees because, as the writer mentions, tha: they
fully depended on the forest only, and collected their entire essential dail y livelihood from the
forest. They made their huts with the help of slips (porah) of bamboo, leaves (dalam .
stalks and reeds ($arah) and nalu (a kind of reed).” Kusa is mentioned as vrsi in the
Harsacrita.'* Kusa was used as an artificial chair; sometimes the sages used it as bed i~
ancient time.'s

The people also collected different types of seeds from the jungle such as seeds of
wild corns, lotuses, betel nuts etc. 6 They also gave more attention to the wild animals and
brought them up just like their family members. Those animals were maludhana (a kind of
serpent), wild cats ( vanavidala), nakula etc.)’ T hey also planted the agasti tree in their
courtyard (angana), and there were tanks constructed under these trees in which cakes
(Piipika) were thrown for the birds," The foresters collected the woods from the woodland
and the ladies garlanded the wild flowers and then went to sell them to the nearest villages -

. Nature serves as a link in the story of Banabhatta. When he gives the description of
S ’kanlhajanapada, he also presents alifelike picture of the rice crops*', singing herdsmen
mounted on buffaloes, groups of camels and the forest are filled with various flowers and
fm“? ¢te.” Again, various animals like $ara, gaja, mahisa, mrga et went o and fro and
Erazing withou any hesitat
the gift of nature creatin
Athat time 1
of KE"PﬂVraks

ionin the Vindhya forest 2* [ he mountain, forests, nvers ¢t are
gresources for the substance of living beings. The witer also mentions
forest was covered with huge of plantain trees that it looked like as a forest
as. Also, the umbrella of peacock’'s feathers looked ke a forest of rubs
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trees. Again, the people had paid great attention to dfavelop their physical and mep, ’
Sage Dibakaramitra wasa vegetarian; he livedon fruits only. Consequently his bregt,

fragrant. He also told that fruits and roots were a common food shared by the ot
forester population; there was nothing in that forest that Dibakaramitra could mae all }11::

own. So he could not offer anything special for Harsa.? In this context, it is also foung inth
Atharvaveda that the land which is full of trees can afford food and nourishment for 4 th:
people of the world.”

The people collected various flowers from forest to worship the gods also. In religjoys
rituals. flowers were considered to be the best object of argha for the deities. In the
Harsacrita, description is found that Devi Sarswati offered flowers when she performed {1
usual daily rites.® The king Prabhakaravardhana offered prayers to the Sun with a bunch of r
red lotuses.?” The writer Banabhatta also performed some auspiciousrites, whenhesetout | ¥
from his native place Pritikiita. At that time, he had offered flowers (kusum) to the god Siva
along with other things such as dhiipa, light (pradip) etc.?® It may be mentioned that, itis
found in the Agnipurana that the leaves of some plants such as vilvapatra, samipatra
tamala, utpal, $ara etc. were used for religious purposes.”’

From the very beginning of Indian civilization, the people not only used plantsasa
source of their livelihood, but also used them as medicine and cosmetics. Descriptions of
plants with medicinal values were found in the Rig-Veda for the first time. The Ayuraveda's
related to the natural kingdom. In this treatment, herbs are mainly used. There are nUMeErow
herbs or medicinal plants used in this treatment. Description of some miracle herbsand
wonder drugs are found in Carakasarhita and Susrutasarhita (1000B.C.) In
Banabhatta’s writings, he also mentioned about the different parts of the plants suchi
kandamiila (bulbous root), sakha (branch), pallava (tender leaf), paird (petals), "’ e
(petile), stavaka and yutha (cluster of blossom), pali (a bundle), kesara and’ ‘Zza
(filament), phala (fruits) paraga (pollen of flowers) dala (peal or leaf), k“”""f' "m[hreé
(bud), valkala (bark) etc. According to the Rig-veda, the plants were classified into o
broad divisions, viz. vrksa (tree), osadhi (herbs) and virudh (minor herbs)_-‘ﬂdT he \‘(uihi
osadhi®' is mentioned many times in the Harcacarita. According to the AgmP"" i i ):-“,-_ -
is used to mean those plants that bear fruits and die after the ripening © :\\vixh'ﬂ
Banabhatta mentions in the Kadambari that baby Chandrapida’s hair wer " e
herb-mixture called sarvocadhi.®® In the Harsacrit ‘;’ it is descrl “‘

bed that ¥
Bhairavacarya put-up a sacred-thread (mantrasiitra) in his hand whic

1calth,

h was mac
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osadhi** In the 7" century A.D., Ayurvedic medicines were known as bhesaja.” The
doctor or physician was known as vaidya, bhisaja etc.™ the writer mentions a word
vaidyavyijanah i.e. a person professing to be a doctor.”” At that time, the physician had a
g_n:ai capacity to diagnose the diseases by seeing only the different symptoms of the patient.”
The writer Bana mentions that the physicians were very expert in Aywrveda and they diagnosed
the diseases by looking at the symptoms.* Seeing the dark tongue of the king
Prabhakaravardhana they diagnosed that he was suffering from the great fever sannipata,
which was a combined derangement of the three humours of the body (vata, pitra and
kapha).” It is found that the merchants (vyavaharini) were busy in collecting the natural
plants (bhesajasamagrl) to prepare the Ayurvedic medicine for the king
Prabhakarvardhana*' and his whole body was anointed with different medicinal herbs."
So. itappears that people believed only in Ayurvedic treatment which was mainly related
with the herbs. Banabhatta mentions various medicinal plants and herbs were used for
cooling down the body of the king. They were - karpiira (camphor powder),
sanalantlofpalapili... (Leaves, fibers and flowers of the lotuses), pracinamalaka
(myrobalans), matulupga (citran), draksa, dadim, kamalkumudendivaradalani (the red,
white and blue lotuses), harichandan (fragrant and yellow sandal) etc. At that moment, the
servants used the ice (hima) and lotuses (kuvalaya) for quick cooling down of the king’s
head.* The Ayurvedic medicinal tablet was known as pathyam. King Prabhakaravardhana
had said to his son Harsavadhana that he could take his pathyam™ after he took the meal.
Again, it mentions that when princess Rajyasr1 entered the forest Vindhyarapya, it was
covered with $ara grass; her eyes became contracted by the sharp points of long §ara grass
that had entered her eyes and, the flowers of kusa grass struck her eyes, which became red
and swollen. Again, her feet could not move owing to the swelling caused by the fatigue of
thejﬂumey.45 Atthat moment, for her quick healing, the foresters applied different medicinal
herbs, like red arsenic on her swollen eyes.*

Itisalso found that the herbs were also used in cosmetics during that time and still
a greal importance till date. The word angaraga®’ was used for cosmetics. A brief
description js found on the use of herbs in the time of Rajyasi’s marriage. The beauticians
had used many herbs to make-up the bride. They used a face-pack made from ghyia.
kl{'ﬂkum ¢i¢. and they also prepared unguents for the face, which was a medicine known
% balasung,* made from kakkulam (a fragrant berry), jatiphalam (nutmeg) ete, that
Produced specia| beauty. It is also known that the saffron was used to mark the spots of
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clothes. The bridal dress was spotted with saffron paste i.e., some of the textures haqd beey
marked with spots of saffron paste.”” The chandan was also applied as marks on th,
forehead at that time* and chandan powder was used to increase their beauty.’' It i also
described in the KadambarT that in the lying-in chamber of queen Vilasavati, nimbg
(aristataru) and other medicinal things were burnt for the purpose of purifying the airin the
room.*

From the above discussion, it may be said that the people of Banabhatta’s time
were very conscious about their health and hygiene, the surrounding atmosphere and therefore
they used plants in their day to day life. Again, from the description of different plants and
herbs used as medicines, it may be inferred that they depended on the environment regarding
Ayurvedic treatment.
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